
PHILO PRES
reflecting Christ’s love to the world . . .
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Sunday School at Philo Pres gets an extreme 
makeover as  we adopt the Workshop 
Rotation Model of learning for Youth.  Rally 
Day Celebration and Concert festivities!

Weekly Events

Sunday School students 
will be surprised and 
delighted by the changes 
they will find as they begin 

a new “Sunday school year” at Philo 
Pres.  

Supt. Mary Simon and her staff 
have rearranged the space in the 
basement, and rearranged the way 
they teach great stories of our faith.  

The “rotation” model means that 
students get 3-6 weeks to learn 
foundational stories from the Bible.  
Each session takes a different 
approach to the story.  Tools 
include Art, Games, Music, Drama, 

Video, Food, and Computer 
Activities. 

In addition to Sunday mornings, 
Wednesday after school sessions 
will be offered, so that each student 
will have the opportunity to 
experience and learn the story 
several fresh ways.  

Staff - Teri Patton, Suzanne Brock, 
Pete Friedemann, Michael Trout 
and Mary Koloroutis, as well as 
Pastor Cindy - are looking forward 
to the chance to really dig into the 
new year’s schedule with students, 
preschool- HS.   

RALLY DAY 
SCHEDULE!

9-10 AM  BUILDING GAMES/
SNACKS/ACTIVITES IN 
FELLOWSHIP HALL AND 
PRESBYPARK

9:45 - MOVE THAT BUS!  TOURS 
OF EXTREME MAKEOVER 
SUNDAY SCHOOL SPACE

10 - WORSHIP

11:30 - POTLUCK LUNCH/ MUSIC 
IN THE PARK 

1 - CONCERT!  MUSICAL TREATS 
FROM MARK TUCKER AND THE 
NEW ORLEANS JAZZ MACHINE

Sunday

Christian Education 4 all Ages, 9  
Worship, 10                                

Tuesday

Men’s Coffee & Conversation, 9      
Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 

Wednesday

Softball Practice, 6:30

Thursday

Bible Study, 5:30-8

Come watch us “move the Bus” Sept. 13
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Rally Day Edition



September  18 -20

An interdenominational  
Community Prayer Service is 
planned for Sunday, September 
20th at the Philo Gymnasium.  
Please come and bring your 
friends and neighbors!

Artist’s Showcase

At the church
Artists with links to the area are invited to 
display their work at the church on 
Saturday, from 11-4.  Come see beautiful 
paintings, woodworking, glass, 
photography and more!  

Would you like to help?
Greeters and “docents” are needed for 
shifts on Saturday.  If you can help with 
this fun event, contact the church office - 
684-2317

Youth Group Games

Rocket Throw
Test the power of your throwing arm at 
the Philo Tolono Youth Group pitching 
booth.  Radar will measure the speed of 
your throw.  AND your donation will help 
fund future Mission Trips for these great 
kids!

PhiloPres Booth

A Welcoming Presence
Philo Presbyterians will hand out 
complimentary pens and literature about 
the church at a booth downtown.  

Free Trade Goes to Town
Free Trade Coffee, Tea, Olive Oil, Fruits 
and Nuts will be on sale at cost, 
benefitting small farmers in the U.S. & 
abroad - as well as your discriminating 
palate!

Philo Fall Festival
September is Super!
Wednesday Afternoons, 3:30-5
Beginning Sept. 16 @ the Gym

The Christian Education Committee 
spent the summer “rethinking” Sunday 
School.  In addition to adoption of the 
Workshop Rotation Model, they 
decided to offer a Wednesday After 
school Program - sometimes at the 
Philo Gym and sometimes at the 
church - for grades K-7.  

We are blessed to have Michael Trout 
and Mary Koloroutis agree to join 
Pastor Cindy in leading this extra 
opportunity for learning and fun.  

“Intentional Spiritual 
Practices 
are actions within our 
power which we do to 
train ourselves to do things 
currently beyond our 
power, and to become 
people we are currently 
incapable of being” 

Brian McClaren
Author - 

Choir to Help Lead Worship
The Philo Tavernacle Choir (thanks to 
bass Bob Lauchner for the catchy 
name!) resumed rehearsals in August, 
and will sing anthems during worship 
Sept. 13th and 26th.  

They will also assist at the Philo Fall 
Festival Community Prayer Service, 
Sept. 20 @ the Philo Gym. 

Additional members (experienced or 
not) are welcomed at Tuesday evening 
rehearsals. 

Contemplative Worship Returns
After all the excitement of Philo Fall 
Festival - an opportunity to gather in 
for quiet contemplation of God’s 
goodness will be offered at 8 pm on 
September 20th.  

This monthly service, shared with 
Tolono Presbyterians, is an ideal 
opportunity to invite an neighbor or 
friend who is new to our church to 
worship with you.

Book Discussion 
Group

The women’s book 
discussion group chose 
The Book Thief by Mark 
Zusak as their September 
selection.

Set in the Holocaust, the book’s 
protagonist is a young girl who deals 
with her losses in an unusual way.  

The group will meet Wednesday, Sept. 
23rd at the church.  All are welcome.



Friends and Family

On 
September 
13th, we 
will 
celebrate 
the 
sacrament 

of baptism for Maia Lillie Visocky, the 
daughter of Allen and Connie Visocky 
and first grandchild of Clerk of Session 
Sue Boucek and husband Bob, and 
niece of Erin and Lisa Boucek.

Nick Hatch, who joined Philo 
Presbyterian while he was a seminary 
student, was ordained to the Gospel 
ministry at First Presbyterian Church, 
Great Falls, Montana, on August 30th!  
Congratulations, Nick!

A Note from the Lauchners:

We would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers, cards, and rides to 
therapy during Bob's recent and 
ongoing treatments.  Your support 
during this difficult time has been 
very much appreciated. Love, Betty 
and Bob

Presbyterians in the News;

A recent issue of the County Star 
carried three items featuring Philo 
Presbyterian:  An article about Dennis 
Berger’s new business - Memory 
Makers, here in Philo; notice of 
Virginia Lovingfoss’ 95th birthday 
(Wow, Virginia!); and a picture of Caleb 
Reed participating in the Unity 
Marching Band practice.  All the news 
that’s fit to print!

Labor Day weekend, a memorial 
service for Marlene Evan’s mother will 

be held in Iowa.  Jim believes that six 
generations of their family will be 
represented there.  

Hannah Stone got a haircut - and 
donated her long tresses to Locks of 
Love, a group that helps provide wigs 
for patients who need them because of 
chemotherapy.  Hannah, what a 
beautiful gesture!  

In and out of the hospital this month - 

Chris Berger has a new cast, after 
surgery to repair a broken hand.  He’s 
now back on the football field while 
his healing continues.  

Willa Strothmann has been in the 
hospital and the nursing home again.  
Please continue to pray for her and her 
sons, Paul and Mark.

 

The Afternoon Circle will meet 
Monday, Sept. 14, at 1:30PM, in 
Fellowship Hall.  We will be studying 
the Book of Joshua from the 
Horizons Study Guide.  All women 
are welcome.

Looking ahead -
New Parents/Grandparents in your 
neighborhood?  
Let your friends and neighbors know 
about an informative program on the 
Crisis Nursery of Champaign County,  
to be held October 10th at 3 pm at 
Philo Pres.  

Leadership at Philo Pres

In September, the ministry teams of the church will continue our 
scheduling experiment - designating Sept 14th our Leadership Team 
meeting date.  Our hope and plan is that by meeting together we can 
maximize our communication, fellowship and efficiency and minimize 
the number of meetings each leader must attend.   This month   

The Worship Team (chaired by Barbara Burlew), Stewardship Group 
(Jeri Kirkland), Nominating Committee (Mary Simon), the Deacons 
(co-chaired by Jeanne Martin and Jan Siders) and the Session will 
meet at 5:30 for a light supper and shared conversations.  Team 
planning time will follow, and then a joint meeting of the Deacons and 
the Session at 7 pm.  

The Nominating Committee is charged with searching out the next 
set of Elders, Trustees, and Deacons, who will be elected at our annual 
meeting in January.  They would like your input about possible 
candidates for these positions.  

Spiritual gifts for leadership include a strong and mature faith, regular 
participation in the work and worship of our congregation, a loving 
heart, and a desire to seek God’s will.  Please contact Elders Mary 
Simon and Barbara Burlew with your suggestions, or questions about 
the process.



September 2009

6 -

Worship and

Communion,

10 pm

7 -

Happy Labor 
Day

8-

Men’s Coffee & 
Conversation, 9

Choir 
Rehearsal, 6:30

9 -

Softball 
Practice, 6:30

Lydia Circle, 7

10 - 

Bible Study, 6-8

11-

13 - 

Rally Day

Potluck

Concert

14 - 

Afternoon 
Circle, 1:30

Leadership/
Session meeting

(see page 3)

15 -

Men’s Coffee & 
Conversation, 9

Choir 
Rehearsal, 6:30

16 -

After School at 
the Gym, grades 
K-7

Softball 
Practice, 6:30

17-

Presbytery at 
Greenville.

Bible Study, 6-8

18 19 -

Philo Fall 
Festival (see 
page 2)

20 -

Philo Festival 
Prayer Service, 
8

SS and Worship

22 -

Men’s Coffee & 
Conversation, 9

Choir 
Rehearsal, 6:30

23 - 

After School at 
the Gym, grades 
K-7

Softball 
Practice, 6:30

24-

Bible Study, 6-8

25 26 -

27- 28- 29-

Men’s Coffee & 
Conversation, 9

Choir 
Rehearsal, 6:30

30-

After School at 
the Gym, grades 
K-7

Softball 
Practice, 6:30


